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Member specific benefits take precedence over medical policy. Coverage varies across plans. Coverage varies
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Purpose:
This policy addresses Medical Car Seats.

Description & Definitions:
A medical car seat is a seat used in vehicles for individuals with special orthopedic or medical needs related to positioning
that cannot be met using conventional car seats.

Criteria:
Medical Car Seats do not meet the definition of medical necessity.

Coding:
Medically necessary with criteria:
Coding Description

None

Considered Not Medically Necessary:

Coding Description

T5001 Positioning seat for persons with special orthopedic needs

Document History:
Revised Dates:

Reviewed Dates:

e 2023: June

e 2022: June
Effective Date: June 2021

DME 58 Page10f 3



References:

Including but not limited to: Specialty Association Guidelines; Government Regulations; Winifred S. Hayes, Inc;
UpToDate; Literature Review; Specialty Advisors; National Coverage Determination (NCD); Local Coverage
Determination (LCD).

(2023). United States Department of Transportation. Car Seats and Booster Seats. (2023). Retrieved 6.15.2023.
https://www.nhtsa.gov/equipment/car-seats-and-booster-seats#age-size-rec

(2023). Virginia Department of Health. Virginia Laws. Virginia’s Child Restraint Device Law. Code of Virginia, Chapter 10,
Article 13. (2023). Retrieved 6.15.2023. Virginia Department of Health. https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/child-passenger-
safety/virginia-
laws/#:~:text=Safety%20seats%20must%20be%20properly,meet%20Department%200f%20Transportation%20standards.

(2023). Medical Car Seats. Hayes, a sympr company. (2023). Retrieved 6.15.2023.
https://evidence.hayesinc.com/search?q=%257B%2522text%2522:%2522medical%2520car%2520seat%2522,%2522title
%2522:null,%2522termsource%2522:%2522searchbar%2522,%2522page%2522:%257B%2522page%2522:0,%2522siz
€%2522:50%257D,%2522type%2522:%2522all%2522,%2522s0urces%2522:%255B%2522*%2522%255D,%2522sorts
%2522:%255B%257B%2522field%2522:%2522_score%2522,%2522direction%2522:%2522desc%2522%257D%255D,
%2522filters%2522:%255B%255D%257D

(2023). Search for Medical Car Seats. MCG, Informed Care Strategies. (2023). Retrieved 6.15.2023.
https://careweb.careguidelines.com/ed26/index.html

(2023). Durable Medical Equipment (DME) Reference List. 280.1. (4.2.2013). Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services. Retrieved 6.15.2023. https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-
database/view/ncd.aspx?ncdid=190&ncdver=2&=%2c&NCDSect=280.1&bc=BEAAAAAAAQAAAA%3d%3d

(2023). Durable Medical Equipment and Supplies Manual. Chapter IV. Covered Services and Limitations. Department of
Medicaid Services. (7.13.2022). Retrieved 6.15.2023. https://vamedicaid.dmas.virginia.gov/sites/default/files/2022-
10/Chapter-4%20Covered%20Services%20and%20Limitations%20%28DME %29.pdf

(2023). Search for Medical Car Seats. Carelon Clinical Guideline and Pathway. (2023). Retrieved 6.16.2023.
https://guidelines.carelonmedicalbenefitsmanagement.com/?s=medical+car+seat&et_pb_searchform_submit=et_search_
proccess&et_pb_search_cat=11%2C1%2C96&et_pb_include_posts=yes

(2023). Search for Medical Car Seats. National Comprehensive Cancer Network. Guidelines. (2023). Retrieved
6.16.2023. https://www.nccn.org/search-result?indexCatalogue=nccn-search-
index&searchQuery=medical%20car%20seat

(2023). Durbin, D., Hoffman, B. Child Passenger Safety. American Academy of Pediatrics. (2018). Retrieved 6.16.2023.
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/142/5/e20182460/38530/Child-Passenger-Safety?autologincheck=redirected

(2023). Special Needs Transport. Automotive Safety Program. (2023). Retrieved 6.16.2023.
https://preventinjury.pediatrics.iu.edu/adaptive-needs/child-restraint-options/

(2023). Car Seats for Children with Special Needs. Complex Child.org. (2023). Retrieved 6.16.2023.
https://complexchild.org/articles/2011-articles/october/carseats/

2018 Policy Statement — Child Passenger Safety. (2018, Nov 1). Retrieved May 25, 2022, from American Academy of
Pediatrics (AAP): https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/142/5/e20182460/38530/Child-Passenger-
Safety? _ga=2.198011178.428025836.1653507757-1640203028.1653507757

Car Seats for Special Needs. (2022). Retrieved May 25, 2022, from Buckle Up for Life:
https://www.buckleupforlife.org/car-seat-101/special-needs/

DME 58 Page 2 0of 3



Transportation Safety: Child Passenger Safety. (2022). Retrieved May 25, 2022, from Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC): https://www.cdc.gov/transportationsafety/child_passenger_safety/index.html

Pediatric injury prevention: Epidemiology, history, and application. (2022, Apr 25). Retrieved May 25, 2022, from
UpToDate: https://www.uptodate.com/contents/pediatric-injury-prevention-epidemiology-history-and-
application?source=history_widget

Special Notes: *

This medical policy express Sentara Health Plan’s determination of medically necessity of services, and they are based
upon a review of currently available clinical information. These policies are used when no specific guidelines for coverage
are provided by the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). Medical Policies may be superseded by National
or Local Coverage Determination (Medicare) guidelines. Medical policies are not a substitute for clinical judgment or for
any prior authorization requirements of the health plan. These policies are not an explanation of benefits.

Medical policies can be highly technical and complex and are provided here for informational purposes. These medical
policies are intended for use by health care professionals. The medical policies do not constitute medical advice or
medical care. Treating health care professionals are solely responsible for diagnosis, treatment and medical advice.
Sentara Health Plan members should discuss the information in the medical policies with their treating health care
professionals. Medical technology is constantly evolving and these medical policies are subject to change without notice,
although Sentara Health Plan will notify providers as required in advance of changes that could have a negative impact on
benefits.

The term DME is defined as equipment which, according to 42 CFR §414.202:

e Can withstand repeated use; i.e., could normally be rented and used by successive patients;

o Effective with respect to items classified as DME after January 1, 2012, has an expected life of at least 3 years;
Is primarily and customarily used to serve a medical purpose;
Generally, is not useful to a person in the absence of iliness or injury; and,

e |s appropriate for use in a patient’'s home.
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/view/ncd.aspx?NCDId=190

Keywords:

SHP Medical Car Seats, SHP Durable Medical Equipment 58, orthopedic, conventional car seat, unsupported sitting
position, seizures, head instability, trunk instability, hypertonicity, spasticity, muscle spasms, Orthopedic disease, bony
fragility, Significant contractures, curvature of the spine
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